Inscription of Baba
Madhaweshwarnath,
Sourath, Dist. Madhubani

Introduction :

Satapatha Brahmana Says

Vidcha was the first designation.
Videgha Mathava, who first
introduced Agni ( sacrificial five
of Brahmanical civilization)
beyond the Sadanira. It leads to
habitation/ Civilization since
Darbhanga Distt. Gazattee
defines Videha Country from
Rapti (Gorakhpur) to Purnea

(Kosi) North to the hills and South was bounded by
small kingdom of Licchavis (VAISALI)

Also to be mentioned Buddhaghosha's

Sanyutta Nikaya"Veda-iha"

Inscription of Baba
Madhaweshwarnath,
Sourath, Dist. Madhubani

"Vedana-ihati"

or intellectual effort i.e.
VAIDEH (Videha)

Mithila is an old name revived
in recent times of a tract of
country comprised by what is
loday indicated as "North Bihar"
Terai and southern portion of
the kingdom of Nepal inclusive
of lower ranges of hills. The
name' Mithila' was flourishing
part in ancient and mediaeval



time. It was famous for its history, art, architecture and
culture. During the mediaeval period Mithila was an

important center of tantric practices and brahmanical

religions.

Mithila has an old history. In Safpatha Brahmana (the
date of has been roughly computed between 1000 and
600 B.C.) it i1s mentioned that river SADANIRA
distinguished mithila (then called vidcha) from Kosala
cven in cpics the important kingdoms mentioned are
those of vaishali and mithila. It is not clear where the
kingdom of mithila ended and where that of vaishali
began, but it is stated in the Falmikva Ramavana that
"They" (the two kingdoms) were not far from the
confluence of the river Sona and the Ganga. Buddhist
texts have one or two stray references which show that
the province of videha was situated in the tract of land
called madhyadesa. Indeed far from being included in the
madhyadesa (mid-land) mithila was consistently regarded

Raj-Rajeshwari Temple, Rajnagar, Dist. Madhubani

as an independent unit of the
Pracyadesa (Eastern Country) In
Aitareya Brahamana VI, 14
includes Mithila in the ground
of pracvadesas and also Kosala,
Magadha and Anga. In this it is
also interesting to note that,
Praci, in ancient Tibetan works,
excluded (even Magadha, Kasi
and Kosala) but included
Mithila and Banga. In Brihad
Shikhar, Kapileshwar Temple, ~ Vishnu Purana (5th cent A.D.)
Oieh Daracmngn we get an accurate idea about
Mithila. In Mithila Mahatmakhanda it is stated that
Tirabhukti (a later name of the province) is situated
between the river ganga and Himalayas, cxtended over
15 rivers and the extension. from Kosi to Kousiki (in the
cast) to the Gandaki (in the west) for 24 yojanas and
from Ganga to the forests of Himalayas for 16 yojanas.

Chanda Jha, describes this
boundary in his well-known
Maithili verses :
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Sikhar, Mahadev Temple,
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In Bhagwata-purana 1X, 24, 64, IX, 13. 13. Mithila is
narrated as "mahagovinda" sultanate of Digha Nikaya
Mithila was built by Govinda. In the Jaina Sutras 5 B, XXII
pt. 1. P 256 we get the information that was born in
Kundanpura or
Kunda Gram i.e.
Videha. He lived 30
yecars in Videha
hence also known as
e fee ggam
(weT g7, g 7.110),

Vardhamana e s
Mahavira staye d in Murali Manohar Temple, Madhubani

mithila for 30 vyears. In Budhist

i Jatakas it is stated that the city of
ﬂ mithila was leagues and in the
kingdom of videha 300 leagues in
extent. According to the
Bhavishya Purana, Nimi the son
of Manu, king of Ayodhya
frequented the land of sacrifics.
His son Mithi founded a kingdom
here which was named Mithila
. : . after his name. Being a "City
Jogeshwar Mahadev Temple.  builder”, he came to be known as

“Nabar Bhagwalipur, : "
Dist..Madhubanj Janaka".

The most reasonable explanation of the origin of the name
appears to be as given by the Unadi Sutras. Its author derives
it from Mantha' (to churn) and thus explain it :

FEferememye 11| weamaafoa | et
"that city is called mithila where enemies are tonnented"

 In Sanskrit and Maithili literacy
.~ works like varnaratnakara of
Jyotireswara, Kirtilata of
Vidyvapati etc. we find
descriptions of building
Architecture during the time of
the Karnata and oinwara
dynasties of Mithila. A few
temples are in existence here
and there from which we can

A IETE have a glimpse of the temple
Shikhear, .,

: ; architecture. A large number of
Myrali Mapohar Temple,/ - -
Madhubani Temples were constructed in





















